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On the 30th of April 1975, Saigon capitulated wards, when the U.S. cam
to the Communists, and opened its door to the South formed its governmen
conquering troops of the North. That day marked vision. So two powers we
the fall of one nation, and the end of a regime. other in one country, two
South Vietnam ceased to be, blotted from the map So began a war where com,
of the world, and the Communists had won at last other-- a war which was f
in twenty days of flames and torment a war that ruined families, and which
had been fought for more than twenty years. bloodshed and losses.

During the Second World War, Vietnam played Although it was the ¢
quite a minor role, and was not a victim of the country at war, yet Saig
wars that swept through the world. It even en- -arent sign of fighting. So

joyed a relative progperity and peace. After the seen circulating often, and |

victory of the Allies, the Japanese forces retre- patrols roamed the street
ated from all their possessions in the Pacific. sudden attack and to checf
Vietnam fell back under French domination. Also, TV Sets announced at
Then rebellions arose, and finally the country situation of that day, report
became free of foreign rule,\ the French divid- villages by the enemy, andy_

ing the country along the 17° latitude, giving the ~ties. Except for this, thi
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n was a beautiful city.Anqd
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For Hong Kong, it had its own
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\’ol vehicles and, especially
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eginning of their reign. Many
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» constructed also at that time,

?Su‘gon a French atmosphere.

re French. This was what
diffe rence between Saigon
€nter for the Chinese population

f the capital, byt their j inhibit -

and education were different.
#80 a commercia] port, and the
and imports for the country. It
XS of the Saigon river, and

ould  approach Cape St. Jacques

up the Tiver, and enter the city.
fought imported goods from every

» and especially oil, In the

ed on both sides by tall tower— -

early years of the war, the U.S.supplied yearly

millions of dollars in the Vietnam war and the
country's economic situation was quite safe. Im-
ports filled the market with foreign goods, and
business was Very prosperous. Most of it was
under the control of the Chinese population, like

the rice, Sugar, and lumber businesses. The im
—port firms, banks and factories were mostly also
in Chinese possession.Many years before, during
the French rule, Chinese people had fled there

as the Japanese invasion began to Sweep over the
Chinese Mainland. Many came in smal] ships;
others first passed through Haroi, by land
North Vietnam. Then,

3 48
by hard work, diligence,
and patience, which have always been the recog-
nized qualities of our people, they strengthened
their financial situation, and finally many became
prosperous. The Vietnamese of course could
not see with resignation our people errich their
fortunes, while many of their country men died
every day in the war, but they could do nothing,
and moreover we have always been renowned for
modesty and courtesy as a people
least apparently got along very
Vietnamese,

» and so had at
well with the
of course, it would be an error to say that
all the Chinese in Saigon were leading Prosperous
lives. Of the two million Chinese in Vietnam

y a
Small part together held the country's economy

in their power, but the great majority were work-

ers and small businessmen who lived in small shops
However, regardless of the differences of being
rich or poor, Chinese people got along very well,

and lived in a very united community.The rich did

their best to help the less fortunate ones by giv-

ing donations to schools and hospitals. Those hos—

pitals were also built with Chinese funds, coll-

ected from the richest Chinese, in order to help



the poor who could find there cheaper fees

better care. Moreover,

, and
the personne] were al]

Chinese, the doctors, nurses
So that it was easjer for our people to ask for
anything,
dialect .
people in Cholon who, otherwise would have had

to be moved, in case of necessity,

in Saigon.

The schools were built equally with the aim of

encouraging and helping Chinese people's instr-

uction, and giving them a Chinese education,
Many of the poorer families which had difficulty
making their ends meet often preferred that their
sons work to Sustain the family and rarely en-

couraged them to get a higher education. There -
fore
and they taught Chinese; most included both pri-
mary and high school education. In the following
years, the government restricted Chinese teach-
ing, and the Fducation Department introduced a
naticnal Vietnamese ed ucation program. Despite
that, many of the better schools went on teaching
Chinese, and some private schools tought English
exclusively, or French. Vietnamese people never
sent their sons to Chinese schools, and people in
-Cholon rarely frequented the schools in Saigon,
which included Government public schools and
the French Lycees or colleges. It was not a
rﬁatter of distanee, but a mark of difference

between the two peoples, and it was in fact an

€asy job to make out a student of Saigon, and one
of Cholon, even jf both were Chinese. Vietnamese
families, however, had quite a high educational

System. And many of those who had finished high
school and had passed the "Baccalaureat Examen)'
or graduation exam. » went to continue thejr univ-

ersity education in France. Those who had no

» and the Servants,

Some of whom could only speak thejr own

This hospital System was a great help to

to the hospitals

» many of the schools required very cheap fees,

government universities ., Fewer
chance to continge their studjes

The majority of them had toq little
Vietnamese to pass the governmeng
€Xam..Yet many of those who had
English or French education esear
and even more to the U, S..As the
the government restricted more
flood of students out of the count

the best students the privilege of
and restricted thejr financial syp

could only be sent abroad in cls
and Chinese people who had the 1
before, send their sons abroad, f
our people who left the country j;
ward, despite the daily increasf
the laws of the immigration dep
was because the war gradually_:
astrous turns, and military co
obligatory for al] those of age.
Chinese dreaded to See their se
sent to the army, as they had ;
military education before, and:if

front after a few months ' of tra

ships that took them mostly to |
kinds of trips were very dan g
destine bassengers, but they;‘
dangers to the horrible pros :
And it was a pity to hear of po
taken out loans everywhere to
money for their sons to lea v
-ad afterward that their sons

had been caught on the way.



'. éﬁon by using identifica-
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yS when the whole city re~
€r whether people were
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ese, many of whom were faithful Catholics. At
Paques, it was a charming sight to see all the
great "Patisseries" expose in their windowshops
a multitude of chocolate eggs, in their flowered
papers and ribbons. At Christmas, Saigon made
great preparation . Two weeks earlier, Nguy-
en Hue street exposed Christmas trees, to pass-
ers-by, which still smelt of their high-altitude
perfume. The shops also sold toys and gifts by
the lot. Everywhere in all the churches were
seen Christmas stars and Christmas trees shin
-ing majestically in the darkness of the churches.
And on the night of Christmas Eve, the streets
leading to the Cathedral of Notre Dame were
filled with an ocean of people on their way to
Midnight Mass. Church bells rang all through

the city, celebrating the birthday of Christ.Few

Chinese people celebrated Christmas, since most
of them were Buddhists, On the other hand, the
Lunar New Year was a great day for them. Rich
and poor all prepared for its coming. Houses
were washed and, weeks before, people hurried
to the market for provisions. There were also
gifts to relatives. And every family bought in
flowers to decorate their houses. Then came
the New Year's days, days of rest, days for
visiting relatives and friends, and those whom
we rarely met at ordinary times. Children, of
course, received "lucky money", and new dress

-es and toys. The streets were very calm and

quiet, all the shops were closed, and only the
cinemas were filled with people. Vietnamese
people mostly spent their New Year's days at
home where they played cards. Years before,
those days were always filled with the petard
sound. It was a custom when we went to visit a
relative's or friend's house to buy a box of

petards and explode them before going in. But



after the attack on Saigon in 1968, it was for-
bidden for anyone to use petards. I think the
1968 event gave many Saigonese the first clear
impression of what a war really is. I was then
too young to understand the horror of the situ-
ation. Icould remember that on the second New
Year's day as we prepared to go out for a visit,
there were explosions, which we took for pet -
ards. Then the police cars announced in all the
streets that Saigon had been attacked last night,
and ordered people to keep in their homes, and
not to use petards any longer. Then the follow-
ing nights were interrupted by explosions near
our sector, destroying houses, cars, and leav-
ing masses of ruins to be the graves of the in-
habitants. Those explosions of course were not
aimed at people's houses, but at the administr-
ative buildings, but errors of calculations caus-
ed many innocent losses. Inthe morning, we
would sometimes walk to see the ambulances
remove the dead and the wounded from the
masses of ruined buildings. Then the government
forces evacuated a whole sector of Cholon and
bombarded it. And after days of panic, the
attack was pushed back, and all the communists
killed or caught. Most of them were only young
boys of seventeen or eighteen who died faithful
to their cause. Idon't quite remember that timeg
except that we stopped going to school for three
months, and spent a very unexpected vacation at
home. It was equally amusing then to move from
the third floor of the house to sleep in the living
room on the second floor. Afterward, we drove
out to Cholon and., where formerly there had
been houses and families, we could only observe
a whole area of blackened ruins. Many streets
were still cluttered by the corpses of the comm-

unists which had not yet been removed.
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